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The recent developments in the plan for the ooming summer are
of muoh interest. The partioular ocoasion is the soaring program
of the "premier Congrés Expdrimental d'Aviation sans Moteur," the
gliding meet to be held in France this summer. The program, an
attractively ﬁrepa.red booklet of about 50 pageé, opens with a
mention of the results which have been achieved in soaring flight
in germany and with a determined declaration that France,. oradle
of aviation and mother country of that great ploneer in glidiﬁs
experiments, Louls Moulllard, must not fall to keep 8breast of the
Teutonlo in this as in all other phases of flying. '

Unfortunately for those who might plan to attend or to com
pete in bot:r the Frenoh and @German gliding meets, they are to be
held at the same time. The third socaring competition in the
Rnone valley will start from the heights of the wWasserkuppe on
August 9, and oontinue until August 844 whlle the French pilots
and those who accept thelr hospitality and oome to contend with
them will make their flights between August 6 and 30, among the
peeks of Auvergne. It is regrettable from a scientifioc standpoint.
that the French and German competitors cannot oome together in a
aiﬁgle meet. Thé state of ngxional £§el;p5_o£_oou;§e mekes that
impossible, and the French oémpetition is open only to oltizens of

covmntries which were alllied with Frrance or neutral in tke late mar.
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'Taken from "ghristian goience Monitoz. "
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The distriat selected for the French compeiition seems to be
an exoellent ome, :-its general geographical- features being similar
to those of the Wasserkuppe 'oountry.' The flights are regu.'l.arly'to
start from the pPuy de Combegrasse, the summit of whioh rises to
about 3800 feet above sea level. p:llofs who have previously prov-
ed their sklll, -however, will be permitted to start for some of
thelr attempts from the Puy de Dome, which attains a helght of
nearly 5000 feet. The whole country has that broken form which .
is 80 desirable for soaring experiments, producing the irreguler
gusts and the ascending and descending ourrents of alr from which
the soaring maohine must draw its propulsive force if it 1s to re-
main long aloft. The district is almost treeless, and obstacles
need not interfere with landing.

The restriotions on the competitors are very slight and are
designed chiefly to insure safety. Every élider entered must pass
the inspeotion of & technical committee from whose decision there
is to be no asppeal, and the pilot must also prove his own oompe~
tence to the satisfaction of the authérities before being allowed
in the competitions. The method of launching of the machines is
not prescribéd, being left to the judgment of the entrants. It is
probable that, as in Germany, most of the competitors will oconeid-
er 1t best to projec.t their gliders into the air as if from a
sling-shot, attaohing a stout elastioc cord to the machine and
stretohing the cord by having a num'ber of men walk ahead wlth the
free end, and then releasing the glid.er.
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All so:ts of proposals for launching have been brought for-

ward botn in Amerioa and in Furope, one of .the most sensational

being that of an alr service officer, who auggestea (not altogeth~
er seriously) that a glidor should be attached to the rear of his
alrplane and towed through the air at a speed of 130 mlles an hour
to a height of 3000 or 4000 feet before outting loose. (ne sue-
pects that the glider pilot would experience all the sens&tions

of & passenger on the tail of a oomet. '

The prizes offered for flights from the puy de Combegrasse
total 100,000 franos ($9100), and it should be posaible for a num~
ber of the entrants to clear conasiderably more than their expenses.
Eight regular competitions are scheduled, from two to five prizes
being given in each one and two special prizes are alse-offered.
Among the awards to be made ars those for the longest time in the
alr in & single flight, for the longest total time in the air in
the two weeks' duration of the meeting, for the longest distance
covered in a single flight, for the greatest altitude, and for the
most acaurate landings; the pllot being required to bring hls ma~
ohine to rest as olose &s possible to & spot marked on the ground
in advence of the flight. gome one of the events, at least should
appeal to any pilotis taste.

The rules of the French competition make. no attempt to rer.. "
striot the type of apparatus used, except that no mechaniocal powef
may be fitted. The use of a propeller driven by the pilot's own
muscular exertions is permitted, and the raviette,r or flyilng bi-
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oyocle, wlll thus have & chance to show what 1t can do in direct
compe;bitﬂ:llon wfl_.'p_p_qu_l;_e__ soaring maochine deriving ail its energy from
the alr. |

The advanoce announcement of the rulss of the German scaring
£1ight meeting is less elabcrate and less detalled then the French
progpectus. The ocompetitions ars not so varled, being limited to
dlstance and duration, but there are some very interesting new
features in the pla.n of organizatlon. In partiocular, the attempt
is belng made to encourage novices who might hesltate to compete
on equal terms wlth such pllots as Klempsier, Harth, and Roller.
In order to glve the begianer a chance, there are & group of con;—
petitions limited to rsoaring mashines,m another group for gliders,
which have not excesded 60 seconds' duration ln a single f£llght,
and stlll another for nbody-controlledr machinee in which the pi-
lot controls the balance only by swinging his feet. forward and
back and from side to slde while he hangs below the wings. As &
further incentive to pllots. not reoruited from the ranks of those
who were flylng during the war, there are to be speclal awards for
the best performances by pllots who do not hold a license to oper-
ate a power-driven alrplame. .The prizes to be awarded in the
Rhone valley total 193,000 marks ($590).

It is 10 years since & gliding competltion has been held in
the ynited gtates. A secondary position in soaring no mors be-
fits the country of wright, chanute, Langley, and Herring than it
befits the countries of Mzuillard and Lillienthal, and it is to be
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hoped that it will not continue to lag behind. At least one ci’dex

- of modern design is now under oonstmotion in Ameriloca and will un-
dergo 1ts trials within a few weeks, and more should follow. In
partiocular, it would be interesting to see an American entrant
stazting from the puy de combegrassé ‘or th.e wasserkuppe néxt Aug-
ust, and competitions in soaring flight should also be held in the
United gtates. Even though mno A_marica-ns enter in the Eurcpean
meets thls summer, however, and it is feared that it 1s too la.-b.e
to prepare for that now, tourlsts interested in aeronautios should
not fall to vielt the scene of at least one of the events and .see
the extent to which soaring flight has been carrled. The Rhone
district is not diffiocult to reach, and the Puy de combegrassse lies
within 15 mlles of Clermont-Ferrand, the metropolis of Auvérgne ang
formerly the site of an aviation camp where hundreds of Americans

leazned to fly durirg the waxr.




